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TO THE 


REVEREND THE MINISTERS, 


AND TO THE 


| pROFESSORS OF THE GOSPEL, 


| or EVRRY DENOMINATION, | 


* 5 THIS EXCELLENT SERMON 
IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED, 
AND, 
WITH GREAT DEFERENCE, 
' SUBMITTED ro THEIR SERIOUS CONSIDERATION, 


BY THE EDITOR, 


— — 


will rejoice, if it be found in any 


- \ . 


Deere 


x <7 
«+ . x \ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


of nt following invaluable Sermon was preached, 


now ſome years ago, upon a very folemn occaſion, 
before an affembly of divines at Philadelphia.. It was ſo 
cordially received by the audience (which is very ſeldom 
the cafe with heart-ſearching diſcourfes like this), that, 


at their earneſt deſire, it was ſent to the preſs ; and the late 


valuable Mr. Gilbert Teunent prefixed his warm recom- 


. mendation, which, being of conſiderable length, and not 


fo important as to its matter, was therefore thought unne- 
ceſſary for a future edition. Indeed, the ſermon will fully 
recommend itſelf to every ſerious Chriſtian, and ſtands 
in need of no other comment than the reader's own heart 
and experience. There never was a time, when ſuch a 
diſcourſe could be more expedient than at proſent. We 
have much preaching and profeſüng; and we cannot 
have too much of cither, upon a right foundation: But 
a very curſory obfervation may convince us, that the 
text of this ſermon is as much forgotten by ſome, as the 
intent of all preaching is abuſed by others. As a mini- 
ſter has no diſpenſation to diſplay himſelf; ſo his hearers 
ſhould conſider, that he is not appointed to pleaſe them. 
They have both one common Maſter, to whom, above 


all things, they are to look, and not to the glory or 
amuſement of each other. A miniſter, upon this ground, 


will have the trueſt reſpect from thoſe, whom. grace hath 


_ reſpected ; and he ought to rejoice, though he meet with 


none at all, if his conſcience teſtifies, that, in ſimpliciiy 
and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 5 ; 
God, he has fully declared the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
That both preachers and hearers may be urged to exa- 
puxe their own hearts, and prove ther cn ſelves, is the ſola 
deſign of the editor in republiſhing this ſermon ; and he 

3 as acceptable ta 


others, as it hath been inſtructive and profitable to him- 
felf. 


Lenden, March 5 1776. 
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"A 8 I to give a | brief ant ſummwy de- 
ſcription of man's original apoſtacy in few 
words, I would chuſe to ſay, That it was 
a ; Jepartirig from G0 the author and fountain of 
bleſſedneſs, and retiring into himſelf as his laſt and 


ultimate end: And cher the ſum of his moral depra - 


vity conſiſts in an habitual diſpoſition to treat him - 
ſelf, in the ſame manner that he ought to treat the 
Gop of HEAVEN; i. e. to love himſelf ſupremely, 
and ſeek himſelf ultimately and finally, and ſet up 
himſelf, in one ſhape or another, as the grand center 


to which all the lines of his buſy thoughts, anxious 


_ and ſubtle projects, bend and terminate. 
Warr he continued in his original ſtate of moral 


rectitude, that God, who was the author of his being, 


was his beginning and end, his intereſt and attraction, 
his defire and delight, and in a word his act. But 
when fin took place in his heart, it warp'd the un- 
happy creature from his GOP to himſelf, infomuch 


that SELF is now become at. to corrupt and deprav- 
ed nature, even as GON was once ALL to nature 


uncorrupted and undepraved. Selfiſhneſs is therefore 
_ Lg Fn now 


| 
; 
[ 
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now become the moſt active and reigning. principle 
in fallen nature, and, like the firſt wheel 1 in a grand 
machine, ſets the whole world in motion. For, if we 
ſurvey the conduct of buſy mortals, in the various 
ranks and degrees, characters and circumſtances of 
life, we ſhall ealily perceive that $ete is the IDOL 
they are naturally diſpoſed to worſhip, !atid. $eLFISH- 
NEss the grand intereſt to which oy are by nature 
entirely devoted, 

We find ee in the midſt of an ated but 
world, the inhabitants of which are ever engaged in 
lome vigorous purſuits. But what are they purſuing ? 
What is the governing principle of their actions? 
And what the center to which they bend and termi- 
nate? Are they laboring for GOD as their ultimate 
end, or for THEMSELVES? When the merchant com- 
paſſeth ſea and land, in ſearch of a worldly treaſure; 
does he this for GOD, or for ximsELE? When the 
foldier boldly enters the eld of battle, faces death in 
irs moſt hideous forms, and opens his boſom to the 
moſt pregnant dangers; does he this for the honor of 
Gop, or for the honor of HIM SEIT? When the induſ- 
trious tradeſman riſes early, and ſits up late, and eats 
the bread of carefulneſs, and fills up his ſwift ſucceed- 
ing hours, with the moſt painful and aſſiduous labor; 
does he labor ultimately for Gop, or for HIMsLT? 
When men of ſuperior rank, and greater affluence, 
devote their waſting moments to the faſhionable di- 
verſions, and pleaſurable entertainments of life; do 
* this to pleaſe and glorify GOD, or to pleaſe and 

gratify 


. 


gratify SuLy?- Im a word, what is it in — chat 
men live for, and what are they doing in the world? 
What are their: thoughts ſpent, theit words ſpoken, | 

their hands employed, and their time improved for? 

Is it for GOD, or THEMSELVES T Alas, how, eaſy it 
is to ſee the awful prevalence of this corrupt andiac- 
curſed principle That it is Sai, that rules king- 
doms, that governs families, drives on their trade, 

manages their worldly buſineſs; that chusks EVENT 
THEIR Rrlicion, and influences their whole con- 


duct; that lies at the root and bottom of all their.ac- © 


tual ſins, makes them ungodly, and keeps them a | 
godly, and is their very ungodlineſs itſelff. 
" AnD, O! that it might be ſaid; with 9 
truth, that, notwithſtanding the general prevalence 
of this deteſtable principle, among the various ranks 
and orders of men, there is at leaſt one ORDER ex- 
empted from the general charge; and that No, WhO 
ſuſtain the ſacred character. are influenced by merce- 
nary principles, or ſelfiſh motives; but that each in- 
dividual could ſafely adopt the language of the apo- 
ſtle, in behalf of himſelf and brethren z We preach 
Nor ouRSsELVESs, but CHRIST JESUS the LORD.” 
lx the preceding chapter, the apoſtle had been 
magnifying his office, on account of the excellency 
and glory of that goſpel, which was the ſubject of it: 
And, in this, he vindicates the miniſtry of the apoſtles 
and goſpel miniſters, from the unjuſt accuſations of 
falſe and Judaizing teachers, who had charged. them 
with walking in craftineſs, and handling the word 
of”: 


ſincerity, that they renounced the hidden things of 


diſhoneſty'; and, as a proof of their integrity, he 


aſſures them, that their buſineſs was to preach 
Cnkisr, and not themſelves. We preach not 


<«. ourſelves, ſays he, and therefore are not a ſet of 
« deſigning men, as our accuſers would inſinuate, 
* Syut is neither the Marr ER, nor the END of our 
- * preaching z we neither teach our on notions, paſ- 
£ ſions ; | or ptejudices, for the word of GOD, nor 


<« do we ſeek ourſelves, or the advancement of our 
e ſecular intereſt and glory: But we preach Char 
« Jesus the Lond, and endeavour to make him 
k nbyn to the world; in each of theſe 4miable cha- 


of che LORD deceifully FOO He zvouches their 


e racters, as the xs an, the ChRisr of GOD, 1 


« as Ixsus, the ſaviour of men, and as Lon D and king 
ein his church; and to advance be intereſt of his: 


„ glorious en m_s men. 7 


(Y 


From theſe words, 1 ſhall atrempr.: to a 


= 
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Ix War hat eie is; which * onde 


here diſclaims ; a when miners may be 0 5 


"preach . 


II. 1 nA conBder Git of the operations of that 


sklrIsRH principle, in thoſe particular inſtances, 


that tend to Aver its reigning dominion. AMA 


then, 


III. Surw 2 


g (a) Ver. 4, 


da 


II. Snew what it is to preach CHRIST JESUS 
dhe LOBD.. 4 


1 


| i . r a laſtly, improve the —_— 


Ler us then inquire, 


- iſt, WrarT that SELFISHNESS is, which the apo- 
ſtle here diſclaims, &c, And to ſet this in a proper 
light, and prevent miſtakes, Imuſt obſerve negatively; 
aſt, *Tis-not that regular ſelf-love that induces mini- 
ſters to zeal and faithfulneſs, in the diſcharge of their 
ſacred truſt, from the conſideration of future rewards 
and puniſhments. There is a ſelf- love implanted in 
human nature, that is conſiſtent with compleat recti- 
| tude, and therefore is not the effect of our moral de- 
pravity. This Apam had in his ſtate of perfect in- 
nocence, or elſe the promiſes of rewards would have 
been no inducement. to obedience, nor would the ſe- 
vereſt threatnings have deterred him, in any meaſure, 
from diſobedience. *Tis not therefore a criminal 
ſelfiſhneſs, for miniſters to have a ſuitable regard to 
their own future” and everlaſting intereſt, and to be 
influenced to diligence and induftry, in their great 
important work, by motives drawn from thoſe future 
and eternal realities. *T'was doubtleſs agreeable to 
the Gop of Heaven, that EzxkizL the prophet 
ſhould be influenced to faithfulneſs in giving warn- 
ing, from that awful conſideration, that the * blood 
of thoſe that periſhed, ſhould otherwiſe be required 
| B — at 


CHRIST to have a tender Nag to their reputation 


(20) 
at his hand (b). And when the apoſtle urged Tiuo- 
THY to take heed to himſelf and his doctrine, and 
continue in them;' he would have him influenced by 
theſe conſiderations, that he * ſhould ſave himſelf, and 
them That heard him (c). Nor was eveu Sr. Paul en- 
tirely above the influence of this motive, when he gave 
this reaſon, why © he kept his body under ſubjection; 
left when he had preached to others, himſelf ſhould 
be a caſt- away (d) It was not an unreaſonable ſelf. 


iſhnels in the prophet Isa14an, to take encouragement 


under all his complaints, and be animated in his work, 
from the conſideration, that *though Isx AE was not 
gathered, yet he ſhould be , in You eyes of 
the LORD (e). 

2dly, Tas Gclalting ourſelves, Jovs not ip | 
a total diſregard to our reputation and character 
among men; for, on this, the ſucceſs of our miniſtry, 
and conſequently the advancement of the Repzem- 
tr's kingdom, may, in fome meaſure, depend. 


If the character of a goſpel · miniſter is ſtained with 


falſe and ill- natured aſperſions; this tends to mar his 
influence, and conſequently his uſefulneſs: lr is there- 
fore no ways inconſiſtent with a goſpel ſelf- denial, to 
ſeek a vindication of himſelf, and his abuſed reputa- 


tion. The apoſtle himſelf does fo, in this and his 


other epiſtles, and fays, no man ſhall ſtop him in 
this boaſting (f). It ever becomes the miniſters of 


and 


b \ Back. iti, 29, 18. c 1 Tim. iv. 16. d 1 en 27. e Iſai, 0 37 
b 2 Cor, xi, 10. 


* 


r 

and character, as ſubſervient to the great ends vf thei? 
miniſtry, and in which the honor of Cuaisr, and 
the intereſt of Rer1610w,” is nearly concerned. It 
becomes a biſhop to be blameleſs, and an officer in 
the church of GOD to be of good report (g); yea, 
and to maintain the authority of his ſacred character, 
* and let no man deſpiſe him (h).“ Indeed, if our re- 
putation, among men of carnal corrupt minds, ſuffers 
for our faithfulneſs in the diſcharge of our ſacred truſt, 
and © men ſpeak all manner of evil againſt us falſely 
for Chriſt's ſake (i (which is not at all uncommon); 
in this caſe, our honor, intereſt, and reputation, and 
even Hife itſelf is to be given up, and made a willing 
facrifice to the honor and intereſt of Jesus Cux nr; 
not counting our own life (much leſs our name and 
reputation) dear, that we may finiſh our courſe with 
joy, and the miniſtry we have ove on . Lonn 
Jesvs (k). 07 49054 

Bor, 2dly, and rede The — hens 
diſclaimed | is, in general, that which ſtands in direct 
oppoſition to the honor of GOD, and the intereſt of 
JESUS CHRIST; which ſets up Scl in the rdom 
and plate of Gov, in our eſtimation, affections, in- 
tentions, and purſuits ;. and diſpoſes us ta dove and 
value ourſelves, in the ſame manner we ought to love 
and value the Gop of Heaven, to prefer our honor 
to his honor, and our intereſt to the intereſt of FESUS 
CHRIST; and, in a word, to regard qurſelves ſu- 
premely, and ſeek ourſelves ultimately and finally; 
and to be influenced inordinately, in one u or 


B 2 other, 
£1 Tim. iii. 7. 1 Tit. ii. 15. i Matt. v. 11. 1 ” 


FWMmAI 


other, by mercenary views, and ſelfiſh motives, in all 
we do. It is, therefore, nothing leſs, on the. whole, . 
than a direct contending with the GOD of Heaven, 
and maintaining a diſpute with him, who ſhall be 
moſt loved and regarded by us, ne or we, and whoſe 
honor and intereſt ſhall be primarily and ultimately 
n HIS or our OWN. 

- Bur, more particularly, This ſelfiſhneſs i in public 
poaching,” may be conſidered both materially and 
formally, or as it reſpects the ſubjeA-matter, and the 
formal manner, of our preaching. 

iſt, Tyen: miniſters may be ſaid to 8 them. 
ſelves, when the matter of their public preaching is 


ſuch, as tends rather to promote ſelf-honor and 
ſelf-intereſt; :than the honor of GOD, and the intereſt 


of JESUS-CHRIST. - When the ſubſtance of theit 


ſermons, is only * the enticing words of man's wiſ- 


dom (l), calculated ratker to gratify men's curioſity 
with pleaſing ſpeculations, than to pierce their hearts 


with pungent convictions; and has a greater tendency 


to pleaſe their fancies, than to convert and fave their 
ſouls. When, in the matter of their preaching, they 


conform to men's vitiated taſte, and corrupt humors, 


and rather ſoothe and flatter, than ſtrive to awaken 
and alarm their conſciences; endeavoring rather 


to win them to themſelves, and gain them over to 


their own ſelf-intereſt, than to win them to CnRIST, 

and convert them to GOD. In a word, we are aw- 

fully guilty of this criminal ſel&ſhneſs, when our ſer- 
1 Cor. ii. 4 by 


(Cy? 
mons have ha a tendency 1 in their very matter and 
compoſition. to commend ourſelves, than to com- 
mend the LORD JESUS CHRIST and to beget, 
in the corrupt hearts of our hearers, an eſteem of our 
perſons, gifts, and abilities ; rather than of the per- 
ſon, glory, and offices of the great REDEEMER, 
the ever-adorable GOD-MAN, JESUS CHRIST. 
'2dly, Tas ſelfiſhneſs reſpects the form, as well 
as the matter of our preaching, i. e. the governing 
principle from which we act in our public miniſtry, 
and the ultimate end we have in view. And this is, 
doubtleſs, che principal thing here intended for be 
the matter of our preaching ever ſo good, yet SzLF 
may be the root and bottom of it all, and the object 
of our prir cipal aim. Nothing is more evident, than 
that we may do the work of GOD, and that which 
is really ſo, as to the matter or thing done; 5 and yet 
not do it for GOD, as to the. formal, manner, but 
rather for ourſelves. Thus JEHU did the work of 
the LORD, when he executed the vengeance of 
JEHOVAH- on the houſe and family of wicked 
AHAB; and when he broke down the 1 images of 
BAAL, and reſtored ISRAEL from idolatry ; and 
yet he did it not rox GOD, but ron HIMSELF, as a8 
appears by his proud boaſt, Come, ſec my zeal for 
the LORD of HOS TS (). 3 
Ir is not at all inconſiſtent to ſay, that miniſters 
may calculate their SERMONS, both as to Marrzx, 
Mxrnop, and manner of Drlivzxv, o as to have 
an 


m be x. 16. 


\ 
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— 53 and tendency to anſwer the great ends of 
preaching, and yet may PREACH 'THEMSELVES, As 

to the PaincieLe from which they act, and the vi. 
TIMATE Exp they have in view. Nor is it at all to 
Fey wondered at, if in a time when the mn — 


111 


dreſſes ro the heart and eouſcience, are in vogue, 40 
tend moſt to recommend the preacher, and promote 
his reputation, that mere ſelfiſh principles ſhould 
28 men to attempt it, and even ſtrive to excel in 
So that, though we preach ever fo well, as to the 
matter and method of our ſermons, and with ever ſo 
much apparent zeal and fervor, in the delivery of 
them; yet if we fail as to the formal mamier, and aim 
chiefly and ultimately at ourſelves, our honor, intereſt 
and reputation; we are found guilty of that criminal 
SELFISHNESS which the apoſtle diſclaims, and are 
making IDOLS of ourſelves, by treating ourſelves 
in the manner we ought to treat the GREAT GOD 
of heaven and earth. This is the SELFISHNESS 
HERE DISCLAIMED, and this it n for men to 
PREACH THEMSELVES. I am, 
Ildly, To conſider ſome of the operations of this 
corrupt principle, in rhoſe particular inſtances that 
tend to diſcover its reigning dominion. In all un- 
ſanctified hearts, SELF, in one ſhape or another, is 
ever uppermoſt, and has an intire aſcendancy, and 
governing influence, i in every thing they do. When, 
therefore, men of this character take upon them the 


office of the goſ pel-miniſtry, Srur muſt be their grand 
motive, 


CW 9 

motive, and their principal inducement. For, though 
a faithful diſcharge of this important truſt requires 
more SELF-DENIAL, than any employment under 
the ſun; yet there are many things in the ſacred 
office, that may be alluring baits to men of corrupt 
and ſelfiſh minds. A tolerable maintenance, or com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence in the world, may be an induce- 
ment to ſuch as know not better 'vo to provide for 
themſelves : Who, like the unjuſt ny are un- 
willing to dig, and aſhamed to beg in, and there- 
fore chuſe this rather than a meaner employment. 
Thus, in the degenerate times of the church of old; 

men would * crouch for a piece of ſilver, and ſay, 
Put me, I pray thee, into the prieſt's office, chat may 
eat a piece of bread (o).“ And hence that bitter 
complaint, that *© the prieſts taught for hire, and the 
prophets divined for money(p);* and on this account, 
they were called © greedy dogs that could: never have 
enough, and ſhepherds that did not underſtand, look- 
ing every one for his gain from his quarter (q). Let 
none underſtand me, as though I inſinuated, that mi- 
niſters have not a right to inſiſt on a ſufficient main« 
tenance, and an honorable fupport; for, whatever a 
carnal ſelfiſh world may imagine, it will be found 
true at laſt, that GOD (and not man) © hath ordained 
that they, who preach the goſpel, ſhould live of the 
goſpel (r). Nor do] in the leaſt doubt, but thatthe too 
n neglect of this duty among people to their 
miniſters, 


> Luke xvi, 3. 01 Sam, ii. 36. 6 Mic, iii. 11. 4114. Mi. 11. 11 Cor. 
ix. 14. 
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miniſters, is one of the crying and provoking 


ſins of the preſent day. (See Mal. Ill, 8, 9, 10) 
What I am proving is, that SEL x, in its reigning do- 


minion, may influence men to undertake the ſacred 
employment, with ſuch ſordid views. And this is 


neceſſarily ſuppoſed, in the apoltle's frequent exhor- 


tations to miniſters, * not to be greedy of filthy 
 lucre (1), nor be given to filthy lucre (t), nor teach 


things for filthy lucre's ſake (u). The inducement 
of the apoſtle himſelf (as of every other faithful mini- 
ſter) was vaſtly different. A necessIry, ſays he, 
© is laid upon me, and woe is me if I preach not the 
goſpel (w).“ And he could lay, with the utmoſt ſin- 


cerity, to the CoRINTHIAN church, tl ſeek not 


n but you (x). 

_ Acain, A lite of ſtudy, and an opportunity to 
fornich the mind with the various improvements of 
human ſcience, may be an inducement to thoſe who 
have a turn for ſpeculation, and would be willing to 
ſhine and make ſome figure in literature, from mere 
ſelfiſh principles, to'undertake the miniſtry. And, 
WOULD YOU BELIEVE ir, Silas? The ſuppoſed 
eaſe and indolence of a miniſter's life, by thoſe who 
know nothing of the many cares, fatigues and per- 
plexities of it, may poſſibly induce a ſelfiſh man, 
who 1s willing to favor the fleſh, to enter upon it. 
Nor is it at all unlikely, that the revereace and reſpect 
ſhewn to the ſacred character among men, may in- 

: | fluence 


\ x Tim. iii. 3. © Tit. i. 7. u Ver. 11. W 1 Cor. ix, 16. x 2 Ca, 
Xt), 14. | | 
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Baence. thofe who are chiefly ſeeking themſelvgs, 
'Tis agreeable to a proud ſelfiſh mortal, to be looked 
upon and reſpected as the leader and guide of the 
People, and to have others dependent on him, ang 
receive the law at his mouth ()). : | 

Now, when ſuch alluring baits, as theſe, are the 
Principal inducements to the miniſtry; the reigning 
| dominion of a ſelfiſh principle is exceedingly evident. 
And as theſe undertake the ſacred employment for 
THEMSELVES, and not for GOD, ſo they will ever 
© preach themſelves, and not CarisT Jz$us the 
Loap. For the fame principle, while uppermoſt in 


5 their hearts, will attend and govern them, in every 


branch of their miniſterial conduct. It will go with 
them into their private ſtudies, and there will chuſe 
their ſubject, form and methodize their fermons, and 
often times make them more attentive to mere words 
and ornaments, than to the ſacred truths of GOD, 
And hence, inſtead of plain and feriqus addreſſes, 
that might tend to MELT and CHANGE hard and un. 
changed Hears, they will abound with trifling 
ſpeculations, ſet off with glittering toys, with figures 
of rhetoric, and arts of elocution. Or, inſtead of 
inſtructing their people, in the great things that con- 
_ cern their everlaſting welfare, they go beyond their 
capacity, and teach them nothing, but that they are 
able to ſpeak unprofitably and unintelligibly. SEUr 
will often diſpoſe them to take off the edge, and dull 
the life of their teachings, under a pretence of filing 

8 "I; off 


y Mal. ii. 74 
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off che roughneſs, and ſmoothing the diction. And 
if a plain and cutting paſſage occurs, it will caſt ir 
away as too ruſtical and ungrateful. Thus in their ; 
preparations for public ſervice, inſtead of conſulting 


ſeriouſly, * What ſhall J ſay, and how fhall I fay it, 
« ſo as beſt to pleaſe and glorify GOD, and do good 


& to the ſouls of men:“ SeLe will make them con- 


ſult, « What ſhall I ſay, and how ſhall I deliver ir, 
« ſo as to be thought an excellent preacher, and og 
be admired and applauded by all that hear me.“ 
Anp, when SeLy has done its work in their ſtudy, 
and made their ſermon, it will attend them even to 
the pulpit, and there it will form their very counte- 
nance and geſture, and modulate. their voice, and 
animate their delivery, and put the very accent and 
emphaſis upon their words and ſyllables, that all may 
be calculated to PLEASE, rather than to proriT, 
and to recommend THEMSELVES, and ſecure a vain 
applauſe, rather than recommend JESUS CRRIST, 
and ſecure his intereſt in the hearts of men. 
AnD, when the ſermoa is ended, SELF goes home 
with the preacher, and makes him much more ſoli- 
citous to know whether he is admired and applauded, 
than whether he has prevailed for the awakening and 
converſion of fouls. And ſo powerful is this prin- 
ciple in ſome, that they could even be glad in their 


hearts (were it not for ſhame) to aſk their hearers, in 


direct terms, whether they like, admire, and applaud 
their labors, and conceive a good opinion of them, 


Byt, as this will not do, SELF will put them on ſome 
topic 


0 3X 


topic of converſation with their hearers, that will 
tend, if poſſible, to draw out their own commenda- 
tion ; and, if they can perceive they are highly 
* thought of, they rejoice greatly, as having attained 
their end: But, if they find they are eſteemed but 
weak, or at belt, but common preachers, they are 
dejected and Giſappointed, as having miſſed what 
they think TuE ORAND PRIZE or THE Dar. 
Ax hence this falſe ſelf-ſeeking heart can be 
very eaſy and contented with a general approbation, 
and applauſe, without ſeeing any ſaving fruit of his 
labor, from year to year. Or if he deſires ſucceſs in 
the awakening and converſion of ſinners, yet SELF 
may lie at the bottom of this too; and though it may 
work differently from the manner above deſcribed, 
yet it may terminate in the ſame thing in the final 
iſſue. SELF may make ſuch as theſe ſtrive to excel 
in appearances of real godlineſs, and in zealous, fer- 
vent, practical preaching ; yea, it may diſpoſe them 
to deſire ſuccels, to affect and change the hearts of 
their hearers, and they may calculate their diſcourſes 
for that purpoſe, and yet aim ultimately at 'THEM- 
SELVES, and the advancement of their own reputa- 
tion. What can be more agreeable to a man, who 
ultimately ſeeks himſelf, than to ſee people throng 
around him, and croud in multitudes to hear him, 
and appear to be affected with what they hear? And 
to find that he is able to command their attention, 
and move their paſſions and affections? And what 
more pleaſing, than to hear himſelf cried up by 
| C 2 | them, 
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thert, a the moſt able and godly preacher i in the 
land, and fam'd through the whole country, -as a 
man of the higheſt ſpiritual exceUlencies, and moſt 
ſucceſsful labor? _. | 

I MEan not to infinuate, that men of ſuch merce- 
Hs and corrupt principles are like to be very 
ſucceſsful, for though 1T is POSSIBLE TREY MAY 


da Goon, and GOD may bleſs what means he 
pleaſes z yet it ſeems Mons PROBABLE, that, as they 


labor not for GOD, but for THeEMSzLvEs, he will 
leave them to TREMSELVES for the ſucceſs: And 


that their labors will have no greater bleſſing, than 
THEMSELVES are able to give, and that their words, 
how pungent ſoever, will reach no farther than their 


own- ſtrength is able to make them. But what I 
have aſſerted, is, That SELF may make men deſire 
SUCCESS, ſo far as it may tend to the advancement 
of their reputation. Again, 

SOMETIMES this ſelfiſh diſpoſition will work up 


envious and bitter thoughts, againſt all thoſe who 


they imagine ſtand in their light, or, by out-ſhining 
them, eclipſe their glory, and hinder the progreſs of 
their idolized reputation. Hence they are inwardly 
vexed and mortified, when a preference is given to 
the names and parts of their brethren, as if all the 


praiſe, given to cthers, was injuriouſly taken from 


them, and that THEY THEMSELVES were not ſa 
particularly noticed, reſpected and eſteemed, as their 
partial ſelfiſh judgement imagines they ought to be. 


And this often lays a foundation for jealouſy, ſuſpi- 
| cion, 


«a 


1 
cion, and alienation, as if they were carrying on 
two different and contrary intereſts. It is this alſo, 
that makes ſome ſo tenacious of their own opinions, 
that they almoſt claim infallibility, and are ever im- 
patient of contradiction or controul. They eſteem 
and value the man, that will fay as they ſay, and be 
of their opinion, and promote their reputation; but 
ke, who will dare to differ from, or contradict them, 
is not to be borne with. O, Sixs ! it is impoſſible 
to trace out all the corrupt workings of this deteſtable 
and pernicious principle, or to mention the innumer- 
able miſchiefs it has occaſioned in the church of 
GOD. It was this that raiſed antichriſt, by ſeveral 
_ gradual and progreſſive ſteps, to his preſent tyranni- 
cal dignity, It was this that enkindled the flames of 
perſecution, in the ſeveral periods of the chriſtian 
church, and ſtained the earth with the crimſon gore 
of human blood; and it is this diſturbs and rends 
chriſtian ſocieties, and divides them into different 
intereſts, and different parties, and fills them with 
bitterneſs againſt one another. O may the Lorp 
in mercy deliver us from ourſelves, as our worſt 
enemy; and from the power and dominion of ſelfiſn- 
nefs, as the foreſt plague that can befall us on this 
_ ſide hell | 8 | 

Bur I have dwelt too long on this diſagreeable 
ſubject, and ſhall therefore paſs to the | 

TRIRD GENERAL HEAD, Which was to ſhew, 
WAV 1T 1s To PREACH CHRIST. We preach 
not ourſelves, but CHRIST JESUS the LORD.“ 
bt | | And 
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And this alſo muſt be conſidered both MATERIALLY, 


and FORMALLY, or as it reſpects the SUBJECT 


| 8 ce n and the FORMAL MANNER of our 


preaching. 


y 1ſt, As it reſpects the MATTER ; it includes in 


general, the whole ſum of goſpel-doctrine, relating 
to man's ſalvation by Jesus CnrisT ; the original 
contrivance, the meritorious impetration, and actual 
application of it, through his blood and Spirit; the 
fall of man, by one man's diſobedience (z), and 
the guilt and ruin of a fallen ſtate neceſſarily ſuppoſ- 
ed; the original purpoſes of God's love and grace, 
that iſſued in the gift of his dear Son; the glory of 
his perſon as Gop, the eternal relation he ſuſtained 
to the Father, his ſubſtitution as a ſurety, and deſig- 
nation to the office of Mediator, his voluntary con- 
tract in the covenant of Redemption, which made 
way for his myſterious Incarnation ; his holy Life, 
his meritorious and cruel Death, his powerful Reſur- 
rection, triumphant Aſcenſion, and perpetual prevail- 
ing Interceſſion; the complete Atonement he made, 
and the everlaſtingRighteouſneſs he hath brought in; 
together with the various offices he ſuſtained, both 


in his ſtate of humiliation and exaltation; the me- 
thods of divine operation, in the work of effectual 


calling; the nature and uſe of divine faith, to apply 
his blood and righteouſneſs; the bleſſings conſequent. 
on believing, juſtification, adoption, ſanctification, 
perleverance in grace, and conſummation in glory; 
perfec- 


z Rom, v. 19. 


( 23 ) 

perfection of holineſs at death, and the 8 
happineſs of ſoul and body at the reſurrection, in 

the full enjoyment of GOD to all eternity. Theſe, 
and all other goſpel-truths, ſuppoſed by them, ia- 
cluded in them, and con ſequent upon them, relating 
.to JESUS CHRIST, are to be the SUBJECT 
MATTER of our preaching all which are ſumma- 
rily comprehended, in the three characters mentioned 
in the Text, CHRIST JESUS THE LORD. 
CHRIST the Mess1an, the anointed of GOD, 
qualified for, and ſet apart to the office of Mediator; 
JESUS the Savior of men, who faves his people 
from their ſins, both from the guilt and power, and 
finally from the puniſhment of them, by working 


2 for 3 to be imputed, and by 

ing in them a righteovineſs implanted: THE 
LORD, the oreat Head and King of his Church, 
who has its government on his ſhoulders, and to 
whom all power is given in heaven and upon 
| earth (a) ;* to whom all homage and obedience are 
due, and to whom is committed, as a perſon every 
way qualified ard worthy, the ſole management of 
the folemn tranſactions of the grand and final Jupce- 
MENT. 

Bur particularly, iſt To PREACH CHRIST, is 
to hold him forth, not merely as a LAW-GIVER, 
to be obeyed; but chiefly as a LAW-FULFILLER, 
to be believed in, for pardon, righteouſneſs, and 
everlaſting lite. To repreſent him to poor periſhing 

ſinners, 
a Mat, xxvili. 13, 
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ſinners, as a ſurety, who has undertaken, in their 
room and ſtead; to pay the DBT of Duty, aad 
of PExALTv, for which divine juſtice has them un- 
der an arreſt; to atone for the crimes for which they 
10 are under ſentence, and work out for them a com- 
10 plete and perfect righteouſneſs, anſwerable to the 
[ {trict demands of his unchangeable law. How ho- 
| norably ſoever we may ſpeak of JESUS CHRIST, 
ill | as a ruler to be obeyed, and as a pattern to be imi- 
' tated; yet, if we do not exhibic him to view, as the 
great LAW-FULFILLER, to be believed in, and 
as the end of the law for righteouſneſs (b), we do 
not properly PREACH CHRIST; but conceal a 
moſt eſſential branch of his mediatorial excellency, 
It is the grand fundamental article of the religion of 
CHRIST, and the ground of all our hopes, that he 
ſuffered for us, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
bring us to Gop (c); that he not only died ror ou 
600 (as the Socinians ſay, to ſet us an example 
how to ſuffer with patience;) but that he died * in 
our room and ſtead,' and was made fin for us“ by 
Imputation, that we, by imputation, might be made 
righteous in the ſight of Gop through him (d)“ 
2dly, To PREACH CHRIST, is to exhibit to view 
his infinite divine FULLNESS, and the freeneſs of 
his unbounded GRACE, his almighty POWER to 
| fave, and his WILLINGNESS to exert that power 
that in him is to be found, all that righteouſneſs that 
the law requires, and all that grace that the goſpel 
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.promifes and, in ſhort, every thing that a poor, 
puilty, helpleſs, fin-burdened, and law- condemned 
ſinner can poſſibly want; and that all the bleſſings 

of his atonement are freely offered, * withour AE 
and without price (e).) oo i 

3dly, To ra EACA CHRIST, is to make him the: 
grand center of all the variety of ſubjects we enter 
upon, in the whole CR EDEN DA and AcENDA of 
religion, If we treat of the nature and perfections 
of the Deity, we are to conſider them, as diſplayed, 
moſt eminently, in the face of Jesvs Cunt (f). 
If we exhibit to view the divine law, in its ſtrictneſs 
and ſpirituality, we are to remember CHRIST, UF 
the end of the law for righteouſnefs ( g). If we de- 
nounce its dreadful curſes againſt every one that 
continues not in all things written in the book of the 
law to do them (h); 'tis that the law, as a ſchool- 
maſter, may bring them to CHRIST, that they may 
be juſtified by faith (i). If we treat of goſpel- pro- 

miſes, and goſpel- -bleſſings, we mult confid:r them as 
_ purchaſed by the Broop, and diftributedby the bounty 
and grace of CHRIST. If we difcourfe upon divine 
faith, Cnaisr muſt be conſidered as * the per 
and finiſher, as well as the direct object of it.“ 
If we treat of repentance, 'tis CHRIS exalted at 
the right hand of GOD,” that mult give it, and the 
remiſſion of ſins (k); and CaRISYT crucified, and 
viewed by faith, that muſt be the firſt ſpring of it. 


D If 
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If we treat of goſpel-obedience, i it muſt be conſidered 
as the genuine fruit of faith in CHRIST, and union 
to him; ſpringing from conſtraining love (1) to, 
and performed by ſtrength and grace, derived from | 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST ; and accepted alto- 
gether, on account of the merit of his obedience and 
death. In a word, CHRIST muit be conſidered, 
as all, and in all (m), as the ALPHA and OMzca, 
the beginning and the end (n); the fountain from 
which ALL is derived, and the center in which ALI. 
muſt terminate: his righteouſneſs is 41 L in juſtifi - 
cation; his ſpirit and grace ALL in ſanctification; and 
the enjoyment of him, AL in glorification. This 
is to PREACH CHRIST, as to the MATTER of our 
preaching. And then, 
2dly, As to the ForMAL Mines, it 1e 
That we aim at the honor and glory of CHRIST, 
and the advancement of his intereſt, as our ultimate 
and final end. This is, doubtleſs, the principal thing 
intended, in oppoſition to thoſe mercenary views, 
and ſelfiſh aims, that were mentioned before. : Men 
may ſpeak much about JESUS CHRIST in their 
ſermons, and yet not properly pREacH ChRIS ; 
yea, they may PREACH CHRIST too, as to the mat- 
ter of their preaching, in all the inſtances above de- 
icribed, and yet not do it For CHRIST, but for 
THEMSELVES. And thus they may make CugisrT 
himſelf, and the precious doctrines of the goſpel, 
only ſublervient to the advancement of the grand 
IDOL, 


1 2 Cor. v. 143. m Col. ili. 11. n Rev. i. 8. 
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IDOL. wats: To prEAcn Chrisr, then, is to 
make his honor and intereſt the center of all our 
labor and induſtry; the mark on which we fix our 
eye, and towards which we endeavor to ſteer, in 
all our private ſtudies, and public adminiſtrations, 
and in every inſtance of our miniſterial conduct. Our 
buſineſs is to commend CHRIST, and not oUR- 
SELVES; to win the hearts of men to him, and not 
to ourſelves; and attach them to his intereſt, rather 
than our own. And as this muſt be the ultimate pro- 
poſed end, ſo thoſe means muſt be choſen, that have 
the moſt natural tendency'to 'accompliſh it; even 
ſuch merhods and manner of addreſs, as will tend to 
pierce the obdurate hearts, and wound the ſtupid 
conſciences of ſleepy ſecure ſinners, by making them 
feel the ruin of their fallen ſtate, their guilt and con- 
demnation by the law, and the abſolute impoſſibility 
of obtaining a perſonal legal righteouſneſs : That 
they may effectually ſee their need of CHRIST, 
both as a ſurety to pay their law-debt, and as a 
fountain to waſh i in from ſin and from uncleanneſs.* 

Taz rich and unbounded treaſures of goſpel grace 
are alſo to be laid open, and goſpel invitations to 
be exhibited in their free and indefinite terms, urged 
with the moſt powerful motives, and perſuaſive ar- 
guments, that can be drawn from love, or from wrath, 
from heaven, or from hell; and from all the glorious 
and dreadful things of an unſeen eternal world, 

LeT me now endeavor to 1MPROVE this ſubjeR, 
| by an inference or two, from each of the principal 
5 532 foregoing 
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foregoing heads. and then anche, with 4 8 
culat APPLICATION. And, a 1 8 
iſt, le miniſters are not t o PREACH; or to ſeek 
THEMSELVES, in the execution of the lacred office 
then none can ever diſcharge this | important truſt ac- 
ceptably in che ſight of GOD, who are under the 
reigning dominion of MERCENARY and SELFISH 
PaincieLss. I have obſerved. before, that when 
man fell from GOD, by original apoſtacy, he retited 
as it Were into HIMSELF, and is ever ſince diſpoſed 
ſupremely to love, and ultimately to ſeek, HIMSELP, 
as his laſt and final end. SELF [SHNESS then, in 
one ſhape or another, is now the reigning, active 
principle i in fallen nature, and has the intire domi- 
nion in every heart that is untenewed and unſancti- 
fied : as therefore unſanctified men, have no govern- 
ing principle but SELF, and can act from no higher 
principles than they have; how can they be qualified 
for a faithful diſcharge of that work, which requires 
ſo much SELF-REN {UNCIATION ? It ſuch as theſe 
undertake the miniltry, their views mult be altogether 
SELFISH : they [tudy, pray, and preach for THEM: 
SELVES, and make "THEMSELVES the grand center 
of all they think, and ſpeak, and do: Seeking 
their own things, and not the things of CHRIST 
JESUS (o);“ prefering their honor to his honor, and 
their intereſt to his intereſt; and therefore, they are 
guilty of idolatry, by letting themſelves uppermoſt 
in their eſtimation, ions, deſigns, and purſuits. 
And 


o Phil. ii. 21. 
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And if 1 ſhould grant, that ſuch as theſe may be 
uſeful in the miniſtry, yet ſurely the undertaking 
will be awfully hazardous to the SouLs committed 
to their charge, and the conſequence extremely 
dreadful to themſelves, for when they have preach- 
ed to. others, themſelves Gill be Baal rejected and 
caſt away ( p). 5 
Adly, Ir the! buſineſs of goſpek-mi :niſters be, ro 
PREACH CHRIS; hence ſee the honor. and dignity. 
of their office. No other than a glorious CHRIST, 
the anointed of GOD, the darling. of heaven, and 
the beloved of angels and faints, is the ſubject of 
their miniſtry ; from him their authority and com- 
miſſion is derived, in his valuable intereſt they are 
engaged to ſpeak, as * ambaſſadors in his name and 
ſtead.” Their office is therefore honorable, in ſome 
proportion to the dignity, of the ſovereign, from 
whom they receive commiſſion; the grandeur of the 
court, in- whoſe intereſt they are employed as EM. 
BASSADORS, and the important errand they have 
to tranſact with guilty men. And as they are en- 
gaged for CHRIST, and imployed by him to act as 
 EMBASSADORS IN HIS NAME, he hath de- 
clared that he will regard the treatment they meet 
with as if done to himſelf: e that receiveth you, 
ſays he, receiveth me; and he that deſpiſeth you, 
deſpiſeth me, and him that ſent me (q). Were we 
acting a part for oursELvss, and ſpeaking in our 
own name, and driving on our own ſelf, intereſts, 
| men 
p 1 Cor. ix. 27, 4 Luke x, 16, : 
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men might treat us as they pleaſed: But if we act as 
embaſſadors for CHRIST, in purſuit of his intereſt, 
and in his name and ſtead, let them take heed how 
they deſpiſe the sac ED CHAN ACT ER we ſuſtain, or 
neglect the soLEMN MESssSACES we bring. But I 
muſt not dwell on theſe , the time —_ 
far elapſed. | 
PERMIr me, therefore, now, with all humility, 
to addreſs myſelf particularly to the venerable mem- 
bers of this SYNOD, with all others of the ſacred 
character here preſent. fs 


My reverend FarnERS, and dear Baerurent 
Taz SUBJECT I have now been handling, will. 
neceſſarily lead me to great freedom, and plainneſs 
of ſpeech ; yet I will not entertain fo diſhonorable a 
thought of any of you, as to imagine an apology 
neceſſary: Nor will I doubt your candid acceptance 


of what ſhall now be ſaid, though by one of the 


meaneſt of the ſacred character, who would gladly 
fit at your feet and learn, and who is willing to ſtand 


corrected and reproved by you. 


Lr what we bave heard, in the firſt place, lead 


us into our own hearts, to examine in the preſence 


of an all-ſeeing Gop, whether we have not too much 
of this abominable ſelfiſh principle ſtill lurking with- 
in us, and too little ſingleneſs of heart for GOD, 
ang JESUS CHRIST. Do we never ſhrink into 
diffidence and neglect, in caſes of duty, through 
the power and prevalence on that ſoothing tempta- 

tioa, 
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of 
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tion, Se ARE THYSELF ? Do we never find this de- 

' teſtable enemy ſtrive to encroach on the rights of 

the Godhead, and aſſume the honor and regard that 
is due to JESUS alone. Does it never creep into 

our ſtudies, and ſeek to have a hand in our prepa- 
rations for the ſanctuary of the Loxp, and diſpoſe 
us to conſult how to PLEASE, rather than how to 

| PROFIT and how our own intereſt may be ſecured 


ia the eſteem and affections of our hearers, rather 


than how the INTERESU and KINGECOM of 
CHRIST may be advanced? And when we en- 
ter the pulpit, with a meſſage from heaven to 
guilty men, are we never too thoughttul of the no- 
tices and obſervations of cur poor fellow mortals 
round about us, and too little ſenſible of the all- 
ſeeing eyr of JEHOVAH upon us, and the valt ancl 
inexpreflible weight of the errand on which we come? 
Are we never too ſolicitous about mere external 
appearances that attend our delivery, and too lit]: 
ſo, about the ſpiritual frame of our hearts, in the 
ſight of GOD? Are we never tempted by this per- 
nicious principle, to play the hypocrite before our 
hearers, with a greater ſhew of zeal and fervor, and 
devotion, than is anſwerable to the inward ſtate and 
frame of our minds? If at any time we find ourſelves 
dead and barren, and have bur little clearneſs or 
freedom, we are dejected; our hearts are depreſſed 
and ſunk within, us; but from whence is this dejec- 
tion? Is it Deen we have done fo pookLy for 
GOD, and been ſo MIsERABLY DEFICIENT in his 


ſervice ? 
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ſervice? Or only becauſe we have made fo ix pir- 


FERENT A FIGURE in the eyes of our fellow-men? 


On the other hand, when we find ſome enlargement 
and freedom, a readineſs of thought, and fluency 
of expreſſion, and feel ſome ſuitable degree of zeal 


and fervor; does a ſelfiſh, deceitful heart, never 
prompt us to a ſort of Szty-comPLacency, and de- 


light in ouxs LVs? And if we are pleaſed, that 


GOD has erabled vs, in any meaſare, to be FarrH= 


FUL; yet, are we never too much elated with the 
approbation and applauſe of our poor fellow-mor- 


tals? S 171 


Anp, when our public performances are ended, 


what is the object of our greateſt ſolicitude? Whe- 
ther ſinners are awakened. and won to OHRIST?#. 
Or, whether we ourſelves are held in high efteem * 


Whether the word preached has gained their hearts 
for Gop; or whether it has gained for us their pleaſ- 
ing approbation? And does this felfith principle 
never direct or influence our conduct, among the 


people of our charge? Are we not often beſt pleaſed 


with the company and ſociety of thoſe, who (per- 
haps too partial in our favor) may gratify our vanity 


with their profeſſions and tokens of eſteem and 


friend{hip? And do we not, from the ſame princi- 
ple, ſhun or too much neglect thoſe who appear 
leſs friendly, though they need our inſtruction and 
advice, as much as others? Do not we too much 


neglect the duties of private, and particular appli- 
cations, for fear of offending; and yet frame excuſes 


for 


4 9 
for our neglects, that have too much SzxTIrIsHNESg 
in them? In a word, what did we undertake the 
miniſtry for? What do we ſtudy, preach and pray, 
live and labor for? Is it ultimately for GOD, ot 
for ousszLvxs? I beſeech you, reEveEREND AND 
DEAR Sts, bear with this plainneſs and freedom, 
and let me not be looked upon in the light of an 
arrogant. accuſer : far be it from me, to lay any of 
theſe things to your charge, or to harbor a doubt 
of your diſintereſted zeal for GOD, and victory over 
SELF. There is but one heart among us, that I 
have reaſon to ſuſpect, and, over HAT, I find it 
neceſſaty to keep a continual watch and guard. And, 
O! how many are the ſecret windings and turnings, 
and different ſhapes and appearances, of this perni- 
cious adverſary SELF! How often does it beſet us, 
when and where we hav ve little expected i it, and give 
us occaſion to lament and ſay, * Haſt thou found 
me, O! mine enemy?“ If we find then, on the 
above-mentioned i inquiry, that our ſelf-denial, and 
demlnels to ourſelves, is yet very 2 rel et us 
5 | 
SzconD place, Bitterly bewail it before GOD, 
with the deepeſt humiliation.” For what can be 
more deteſtable, or carry a greater malighity in its 
very nature, than that diſpoſition, that would exalt 
SELF, in the place of GOD and JESUS CHRIST, 
and as it were contend with him for the preference, 
and diſpute the point with him, who ſhall be moſt 
loved and regarded by us, HE or WE, and whoſe 
E honor 
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2 and ipcerkft ſhall be battarny perſued, 18 
or OUR OWN? And how inconſiſtent is this 
SELFISHNESS, with that bello of SELF-DENI- 
AL, that \ we are obliged to preach to others, and 


which Jt ESUS has taught us, both by precept and 


example ? f Nay, with what face can we retomtnend 


| SELF -DENIAL to others, white WE are SELF. 


ISH ; or how can we reprove or condemn the fin in 


others, that we harbor too much 1 in ourfelves? We 


tell the drunkard, the ſwearer, che profane ſinner, 
that, © except he be converted ind changed, he cannot 
be ſaved; and is it not as true of us, that we © can- 
not be the. true diſciples,” or faithful miniſters, of 
Cars. except we deny ourfelves? Does not our 
LORD, himſelf lay this down as the grand Calrz- 
b lo, by which he ſubmits his own dockrine and 
miſſion to trial, whether it was or Go, or whe- 
ther he ſpake or HIMSELF { ? «© He that fpeaketh of 
bimſelf, ſays he, ſeeketh his own glory: But he 
chat ſeeketh the Flory of him that ſent him, the 
ſame is true (r).“ I make no doubt, Srs, but 
SKEFISHNESS, in its reigning dominion, is a 
greater hn than drunkenneſs, or whoredom. The 
one diſhonors GOD, by breaking his Jaw ; but the 
ather ſtrikes at the very relation of Sovertron and 
SuBJzer, and contends with him, as it were, for 
the rights of god-head, and infiſts upon being above 
him, in the eſtimation, affections, intentions, and 


perſuits. Now, It is one thing to break ſome par- 


ticular 


WW .4 


t John vii. 17, 18. 


( 86 ) 
ticular laws of a PRINCE, and another to fer up to 
be above him, or to exalt a RIVAL, 1 in his room 
and ſtead; the firſt indeed is tranſgreſſion, but the 
other is dqwaright treaſon and rebellion, and there- 
fore the more heinous! And indeed whatever we do 
in religion, and how. good ſogver it be, as to che 
Marrs, or thing done; yer if SELF is the reign- 
ing principle, it tarniſhes, corrupts, an and debaſes 
all. And as it is the very eſſence of holineſs to live 
to GOD, and act entirely for him; ſo it is horrible 
wickedncſs, i in the very nature of it, to live to oun- 
SELVES, and act ultimately for ourſelyes. If, chere 
fore, we find the remains, qr ſecret, workings of ſo. 
cor rupt and deteſtable a pringiple, let ys mourn and 


de humbled before GOD, and repair by FATE to 


him, Who, once died, That they which live, ſhould 
not lwe to themſelves, but to him bodies. for them, 
and rofe-again().' 2 tO 4: 

39ly, Lar.vs eb il * this, e 
6f 0D. aud our ſouls, and endeaygr 39 ſuppreſs 8 
the fit riſings of it. Let us ever remember, .* ve 
are nat aur 0wn(t;,* and therefore have go, buſineſs 
toliye to ourſelves, orregardour intereſt arropuxation, 
any further than the honor of CHRIST, and the in- 
teroſt of religion is concerned, If GOD has made 


us, if CHRIST has redeemed us, if, in our or- 


dination, we have ſolemaly given. up qurſelyes, 
and our. all to him, then certainly WE ARE N OUR, 
own 3: and aherefgre, to appropriate dur time and. 

E 2 talents. 


2 Cor, v. 15. t 1 Cor. vi, 4g, 
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talents to our own intereſt and nn is a fa 
crilegious RoBBING or Gop ! | 1 

Fux rnEA, Let us guard againſt that fear of man, 
which SELFISHNESS would prompt us to, and which 
would make us too fond to pleaſe, and too fearful 
to diſpleaſe; for if we thus ſeek to pleaſe men, and 
by that means to advance ourſelves, we cannot be. 
the faithful ſervants of JESUS CHRIST. u).? 
And yet, ſuch are the perverſe tempers of many we 


have to deal with, that we are often reduced to an 
unhappy DiL EMMA, and maſt either offend GOD, 


or offend them. Poor guilty mortals love to be 
ſoothed and flattered, but do not love to be plainly 


dealt with; hence, ſuch pointed addreſſes, as tend 


to diſcover them to themſelves, often excite their re- 
ſentment. Thus, when our Lord was repreſenting 
to his hearers, by ſeveral parables, the awful deſtruc- 

tion that would ſhortly come upon the final reje&ers 


of the goſpel ſaviour, and the goſpel ſalvation, it is 


ſaid, * The chief prieſts and phariſees perceived 
that he ſpake of them(w).* A heinous buſineſs in- 
deed! as if it was intolerable inſolence for him to 
ſpeak of them. It is true, they perceived right, he 


did ſpeak of them, and all others like them; and 
what then? Why, they are exaſperated, and would 


have laid hands on him, and treated him in a man- 
ner they thought he deſerved, had it not been that 
they fearcd the multitude, And when this is the. 
caſe, that we mult either offend Gop, or menz whoſe. 

dif- 


u Gal. xxi. i, 10. 1 Matt. 21. 45, 46. 


diſpleaſure ſh ill we moſt regard? If carnal SELF 
be conſulted, it will influence us to diſpleaſe GOD, 
and to ſooth and flatter our fellow · men. But alas l 
ſhould we make ſuch an awful facrifice to their cor- 
rupt humors, will they. undertake to anſwer it for 
us? Will they defend us from the diſpleaſure of I- 
Hovan, when he ſhall ſend for us by death, or ſen- 
tence us to hell by his righteous judgement? No, 
they dare not attempt this, nor dare we truſt them 
in this matter. We have one GOD, and one'maſter 
to pleaſe; and he muſt be obeyed, whether men like 
or diflike. Our errand to them, is on matter of life 
and death, the vaſt importance of which muſt engage 
all the powers of our ſouls. Poor chriſtleſs ſinners 
are not in a ſtate to be ſoothed and flattered, or jeſted 
and trifled with; heaven and hell are not matters to 
be talked of in a careleſs, indolent ſtrain; it is plain 
dealing ſuch want, whether they like or diſlike z 
ſuch as will tend to make them feel their wretched, 
miſerable ſtate, and awaken their ſolicitude for de- 
liverance. | DOR e 
AGAIN, our buſineſs is to preach CHRIST IE. 
SUS the LORD, and exhibit him to view in his per- 
ſonal glory and divine fulneſs as the law-fulfiller and 
ſaviour of ſinners; to urge them compaſſionately to 
come to him that they might have life, and, on their 
final refuſal, to denounce againſt them the terrors of 
eternal death. And beſides the inexpreſſible im- 
portance of theſe things, every conſideration from 
the preſent providences of GOD, ſuggeſts an awak- 
ening call to the utmoſt diligence and painful induſtry. 
+ e „beides Pie 
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4 38 ) 
The GOD of Hz aver is now. rhyndering an * 
on every ſide, our country is groaning under rava- 
ges and devaſtations, and all the frightful calamities 
of Wan and BLoop! The enemies of ZION are 
forming a confederacy and ſaying, * Ler us raſe it 
to the foundation(x).” And who can tell how ſoon 
our churches may be demoliſh'd and beaten into rub- 
biſh, and we ourſelves called to priſon and to death? 


And what, IN THE NAME OF GOD, ſhall we 


do in a day of ſuffering, if we have not learn'd to 
DENY OURSELVES, and account our honor, intereſt, 
and even life itſelf, nothing, in compariſon of the in- 
tereſt and kingdom of JESUS CHRIST ? Or ſhould 


Gos in mercy yet ſpare his church, from the ravages 
of popiſh and pagan adverſaries, yet as to us, we 
know our time is ſhort, and the night of death will 


ſoon come when no man can work(y). We live in 
a DYING WorLD, and dwell in regions of mortality, 


and have lately had frequent and awful notices of the 


uncertain Tznure of human life. And, ſhall not 
WE, who ſurvive, double and redouble our dili- 
gence, knowing our time is ſhort, and that, in pro- 
portion to the decreaſe of laborers, the work in- 
ereaſes upon our bands. O Sirs! are heaven and 

hell glorious and dreadful realities ? are ſinners de- 
ſpiling the ONE, and ſleeping over the mouth of the 
OTHER, and are we ſent from Gop to awaken them 


| and ſhew them their danger; ſent to publiſh a 


ſaviour, and i invite them to fy from. the wrath to 
come 


1 «Je The reader will recollect, that this Sermon was 
preached towards the beginning of the laſt war, when the French had made 
their depredations upon our Colonies, and in all probability would have 
conquered or deſtroyed them, if God had nt bleſſed the endeavours of 
Great m—_ who took up arms for their defence, y John ix. 4. 


oo 


tw 


: come to his atoning blood, Why then, O hy Jou'e 
theſe important realities ſwallow up our whole at. 
tention? Why don't we make more haſte, in plucks 
2 ing ſinners as brands from tVERLASTING Buznines! 
Why don't we pray more fervently, and preach more 
zealouſly, and lay out our whole life, and foul, aud 
| firength in this great work? What? is the inteteſt 
and happineſs of deathleſs immortal ſouls worth nd 
more pains? Can we do no more for the honor and 
intereſt of our glorious Mas TER than this comes to? 
Shall the men of this world be more painful and in- 
duſtrious, in ſeeking THEMSELves, than we in 
ſeeking che glory of CHRIST, and the al. 
vation of Souls? GOD FORBID! We are on 
matters of life and death; we pray, and preith, 
and labor for eternity; ſure it becomes us, then, to 
do it with all our might. Shall we not be SOLEMN 
and sERIOs, when ſo near that ſtate and place hefe 
all are ſerious? BELIEVE IT. SRS, there & ho 
trifling in the eternal wotld, there are none in- jeſt 
either in heaven or hell. GOD rornrd Tx! 
that we ſhould jeſt and trifle with immortal ſouts, 
that are juſt at the 70 and upon the borders of 
an eternal ſtate! | 3 
Bur I have too long intruded on w ,atietics, 
and therefore will now conclude with an addicr s 
this __T et 
My BrETHREx, if the reigning. amol 67 
SELFISHNESS is inconſiſtent with a miniſterial, 
tis equally inconfiſtent with a truly chriſtian charzo- 
ter, Hence, ſays our LORD, if any man will come 
after 
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after me let him deny bim{elf, (e). That man, of 
whatever character, who loves himſelf ſupremely. | 
and, feek$ himſelf ultimately and finally, and ſo 
places SELF in the room of GOD, 1 in his eſlima- 
tion, affections and intention, falls upon a dire& 


method to loſe niusxLr, and Gop, and mis SaLva- 


TION. too in the FIN AI. ISSUE. Did he hate his 
beſt intereſt as bad as the devil hates him, and de- 
liberately - conſult how he might do himſelf the 


greateſt miſchief, and act the part of the moſt deadly 


enemy to his ſoul and body, he could not fall upon 
a more effectual method: For what can be more 


inſolent or more provoking to the dread majeſty of 


heaven, than for a poor crawling heap of duſt, to 
claim a preference to him, and challenge more love | 
and regard than he, and live to himſelf, and prefer 
his own honor and intereſt to the honor and intereſt 
of him that made him : Nay, to inliſt upon being 
his own Lon p and MasTzs, and having his own 
will, whatever becomes of GOD's witL ? If ſuch 
as theſe are ever happy, they muſt be able to'make 
themſelves ſo, not only without (GOD, but even in 
deſpite of Gov, and in dire& oppoſition to him. 
But alas! can poor mortals be ſufficient for their 
own happineſs without GOD, - who can't ſupport 
their exiſtence a ſingle moment, but muſt ſoon. be 
carried on men's ſnoulders to the dark confinement - 
of the grave, and there turn to RoTTtxwess and 
DvsT, and will not be able with all their boaſted. 


ſufficiency, ſo much 7 as to lift a finger to remove the 
worms 


e Matthew xvi. 24. 
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worms chat will crawl About their heartz, and prey 
upon their vitals ? Can they make themſelves happy 
in deſpite of GOD, and carry through that SLF 
INTEREST which they have ſet up in oppaſition 
ts him? Why, then, they muſt conquer omnipo- 
rence, and do what neither angels nor devils dare att? 
tempt!' Let ſuch vain mortals: try their fkill firſt, 
let chem command yonder ſun and moon to ſtand 
ſtill; and invert the order of nature, let them change: 
the ſeaſons; and bring ſnow in harveſt, and cauſe; 
the flowers to ſpring in winter; and if they find the 
ihanimate creation will obey them contrary: to the 
law of their CREATOR, chen, but never, never 
till then, let them proceed with eonfidence and eou-⸗ 
rage to ſet up themſeves as their H END, or live 
o themſelves as their ut TI ATE FELICITY. :  - 
Ir was the grand deſign of the death and ſuffer- 
| ings of JESUS. CHRISPF, to racover men from 
the ruins of their firſt apoſtacy, and: conſequently to 
ſave them from themſel ves, and the dominion of a 

SELFISH diſpoſition. Henre ſays the Arbsriz, 
he died for us, chat they which live ſhould. not, 

kenceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him who 
died: for them, and roſe- again(d) Reſt not then, b 
beſeech ydu, till you have a ſpecial intereſt in the 
| bleſſings of his atonement by divine faith, and the 
ſenſible experience. of the efficacy: of his DEA 
and Surry ering, recovering you from voukxssLvks, 
YOUR- x SELF-LOVE;. SELF-SEEKING;, SELE- 
F RIGHT- 
„ by Cor. v. $$ .5 7 
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to the! ſupteme love of G00, and a.fiducial de 


pendence on the blood e 11 the 
LORD ESU CHRIS FT. A 
Ac, if our buſineſs as miniſters, is to PREACE, : 

CHRIST- JESUS:the-LORD, then tis your buſi- 
neſs to receive him into your hearts by faith: And, 
on this depends your everlaſting weal or woe, for to 
as many as receive him gives he power to become 
the ſons of GO De); but he that rejecteth him, hath, 
one that will judge him at the laſt-day(f). You ſee, 
Sras, that we are not to preach ourſelves, nor aim to 
recommend ourſelves to popular efteem. The queſ- 
tion is not, What you think of us, or of our gifts or 
graces, abilities or public performanges z/ or whether 
you like or. diſlike, admire or deſpiſe; Think of us. 
as you pleaſe; ſo you do not deſpiſe and diſnonor our 
glorious maſter; But the queſtion is, what you think 
of Cnnxisr ? who is the grand ſum of our meſſage, 
and whether you cordially receive him into your 
hearts by faith. If we may be ſo happy as to join 
you effectually to CHRIST, we are not ſo much con- 
cerned, whether we win your applauſe, or gain you 
over to any intereſt or party of our own. On the 
other hand, ſhould you receive and treat us ever ſo 
kindly, and give our labors your higheſt approbation, 
yet, if youdon't receive CHRIST, the grand ſum of all 
the meſſages we bring, the great end we have in view, 
is loſt; our labor is — your precious ſouls are eter- 
anne | nally 
„ e John i. 12, f Joha xii, 48. 
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| SY loſt, and you had better never have been bore. 

55 SiNx eas! Ni as it were on the 

brink of goxwninG Toptrer, g onkthe very 
edge of the TREMENDOUS Fa gcirier, juſt launching 
into the ETERNAL Wonld, juſt about to appear at 
* BAR or GOD; life is waſting death is ap 
; heaven and hell are glorious and dreadiul real. * 
ſein and a ſoul, once loſt, is irrecoverably loſt, and 
the loſs can never, never be retrieved. For the love 
of GOD then; i in the name and bowels of JESUS, 
and by all the bitter agonies, and unparallePd fuffer- 
ings of a bleeding, dying SAVIOUR, we beg, intreat, 
and betstehfyon now, EVEN NOW, to aw andifly 
from the wrath to come, and receive CHRI: T who 
is the ſum of our meſſage, as ever you would have 
him receive your trembling departing ſouls, in a 
dying hour. Take him, who is now tendered to you 
as GOD offers him, to be the LORD your RiohrE- 
ousdEss, and the LORD your Rr EA z to be your 
PRINCE as well as SAVIOUR ; to give you repen- 

_ tance as well as remiſſion of ſins(g); and you ſhall 
be waſhed and ſanctified as well as juſtified, in the 
name of the LORD JESUS, and a by the * of 
the living GOD(h . Nh | 8 45 

1 | BAS Ve 31. | | h Cor. vi. 10, 15855 PRA 
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They that x now thy Nan will put their Traf in Than. Phalm-ix, 20. bs | 
My People 8NALL know my NAME, Ifaiab liii, 6. | 

1 "1 « Nec Veteris Teſtamenti circa Perſonam Cuz 1sT1 vacilet 1 dum 

5 Novi Teſtamenti Manifeſtatione fuleitur: nec Novi Teſtamenti intercepta ſit 

Wo Poteſtas, dum Radicibus Veteris Teſtamenti ejuſdem nititur Veritas, Ex quo qui 

| Cunts run, DI Filium ee Hominis, tantummodo puzſumunt Hominem, aon et 

Dz um, contra Teſtamentum et Vetus et Novum faciunt, dum et Veteris et Novi | 

Teſtamenti Auctoritatem Veritatemque corrumpunt.“ NovyaT. deJrin, C. vii. 
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